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Submitting Committee Eligibility

Proposal Title/Topic Enrollment Eligibility/Full-Time Requirement

Type of Proposal Bylaw Change

Proposed Effective Date of August 1, 2026

Proposal

Rationale for Proposal Addresses the increasing number of student-athletes who are

enrolling in specialty programs such as health care and provides a
path to participation using clinical hours.

Recommendation creates bylaw language for a process the NJCAA
National Office is already approving when requested.

Please specify the NJCAA Article V, Section 2.C.2
Handbook section(s) affected

Current NJCAA Handbook 2.[JFull-Time Requirement: Student-athletes must be enrolled in

Language full-time status at the college prior to competition and certifying
NJCAA eligibility using any combination of sessions (regular term,
mini term, fast track term) within a term. Full-time enrollment is
defined as 12 or more credit hours. A minimum of six (6) credit
hours must begin before the end of the published regular season
schedule of the student-athletes’ chosen sport.



Proposed NJCAA Handbook
Language

Please attach any supporting
documentation here. (Optional)

2.[JFull-Time Requirement: A student-athlete must be enrolled in
full-time status at the college prior to competition and certifying
NJCAA eligibility using any combination of sessions (regular term,
mini term, fast track term, required clinical hours) within a term.
Full-time enrollment is defined as 12 or more credit hours. A
minimum of six (6) credit hours must begin before the end of the
published regular season schedule of the student-athlete’s chosen
sport.

a.[JA student-athlete using clinical hours to meet the full-time
enrollment requirement must have the following in their audit file:
i.[JA letter from the department head stating the student-athlete is
enrolled full-time, as determined by the member institution.

ii.JA copy of the student-athlete’s current curriculum with the
course work completed and the required clinical hours.

https://njcaa.formstack.com/admin/download/file/19293892378
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SUBMITTED BY: NJCAA Eligibility Committee
RATIONALE

Addresses the increasing number of student-athletes who are enrolling in specialty programs such as
health care and provides a path to participation using clinical hours.

Recommendation creates bylaw language for a process the NJCAA National Office is already approving
when requested.

CURRENT

2. Full-Time Requirement: Student-athletes must be enrolled in full-time status at the
college prior to competition and certifying NJCAA eligibility using any combination of
sessions (regular term, mini term, fast track term) within a term. Full-time enrollment is
defined as 12 or more credit hours. A minimum of six (6) credit hours must begin before
the end of the published regular season schedule of the student-athletes’ chosen sport.

RECOMMENDATION

2. Full-Time Requirement: A student-athlete must be enrolled in full-time status at the
college prior to competition and certifying NJCAA eligibility using any combination of
sessions (regular term, mini term, fast track term, required clinical hours) within a term.
Full-time enroliment is defined as 12 or more credit hours. A minimum of six (6) credit
hours must begin before the end of the published regular season schedule of the student-
athlete’s chosen sport.

a. A student-athlete using clinical hours to meet the full-time enrollment requirement
must have the following in their audit file:
i. Aletter from the department head stating the student-athlete is enrolled full-time,
as determined by the member institution.
ii. A copy of the student-athlete’s current curriculum with the course work
completed and the required clinical hours.

APPROVED
NJCAA Eligibility Committee, January 9, 2026

EFFECTIVE DATE
August 1, 2026
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